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So whence - K3NQT?

The story of this BCARS early member is a fascinating one. Walter L. Knisely, K3NQT “Never Quit Talking” was born in Altoona, PA.  In the early days of the club, he lived in Queen with his wife and five children. A World War II vet, Walt was first licensed in 1960 during period of explosive ham radio growth. This activity was caused due to the increased interest in science tied to historical events such as the launch of the first made-made satellite, “Sputnik” by the USSR and the introduction of the “Novice” and “Technician” licenses.  K3NQT had a state-of-the-art station, which included a Heathkit DX-100B and Knight R-100 receiver. (Separate transmitters and receivers were common then prior to the advent of transceivers.)  Using AM and CW, Walt was and active operator and Treasurer of the club. He was exceedingly generous to his fellow hams and the community. He was the President of Knisley & Sons HVAC, which, as a family owned firm, is still going strong to this day.  It is no doubt because of this legacy the club decided to memorialize his call and make it their own.  
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       K3NQT Standing Center
KC3CMI/Mobile makes big signals on Ten Meters.  


Now equipped with a 10 and 12 meter transceiver mobile rig, Robert, KA3CMI is working local and DX contacts from his new rolling command center.  His Uniden “President” HR-2510 feeds a large 10 meter Hamstick securely mounted on the roof rack of his “JA” station wagon, Robert is now commanding the 28 mHz band daily.  His future plans include the installation of a K3NQT Ten Meter J-Pole at his home QTH.  
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KA3UDR AN/RJT-TU-37
KA3UDR UNVIELS NEW INVENTION

At a splendid soirée hosted by KA3UDR-XYL, Yvonne, at the Jean Bonnet Tavern, KA3UDR introduced his latest innovative device the KA3UDR Radio Junque Testing Unit.  The presentation was attended by many BCARS members and was coincidental with Steve’s 70th birthday!  

Martin Hill Repeater soon to become a reality.

Though the efforts of our repeater “action team”, KC3CMF, WB3JEK, KA3PNL, KA3UDR, KC3BTB and K3QNT, the project is picking up speed. KA3UDR rescued the Super Station Master from the tractor shed of N3XCC in Boswell. KC3CMF and his team of antenna restoration experts cleaned, repaired and painted the antenna, brackets & coax connector making it ready to go up at the Martin Hill location.  Big thanks to N3XCC for tuning the antenna for the amateur bands. K3QNT had the BCARS Vertex-Standard multi-channel repeater tuned, ID’d and programmed for Martin Hill and Kinton Knob frequencies. The repeater now makes 50 watts out with a receiver sensitivity of 1.8 microvolts. 
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  Repeater Site-Martin Hill
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BCARS Tower Painting Crew
Visitors Center Christmas tree replaced with Ham Radio variant 
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In a surprising move, the Downtown Bedford Beautification Committee (DBBC) decided unanimously to replace their traditional tree in visitor’s center with the “Ham Radio Christmas Antenna Bush” provided by BCARS’s Forestry reclamation committee. The new tree is not only decorated with attractive radio-related ornaments but has a stealth vertical antenna within its limbs, which operates on 40 through six meters with the assistance of a specially designed BTB Yuletide-Tuner. A visit to the tourist center will reveal this splendid display.  We want to thank both committees for their cooperation. 

                                     KC3BTB Completes OCF project

Assisted by the crack BCARS antenna installation crew, KC3BTB has successfully erected an excellent Off Center Fed dipole (OCF) for 80-40-20-10 meters. In early November, BTB with the assistance of Art Burtnett, KC3CMF, WB3JEK and K3QNT installed the dipole array in high trees next to Dylan’s QTH.  The picture below shows the BCARS “Firing Squad” holding the new Potato Smasher Launch device provided by KC3CMF.  After only 39 attempts, the shot line was placed over a high tree. Later,  WB3JEK made some final adjustments to ensure a good antenna match. K3QNT assisted with a proper ground installation.  KC3BTB is now working DX throughout the world on SSB and various digital modes.
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             “Firing Squad”
All of us at S*H*O*R*T*S wish you a Blessed and Merry Christmas.                                


If you would like to have news of your activities recorded in S*H*O*R*T*S, contact K3QNT at k3qnt@arrl.net.  Lloyd – K3QNT, Editor
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